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us tha t the axioma tic met hod possessed intrinsic lim itat ions even when confined to the natural n umbers.
Accor d ing to Ern st Snap per, " It is evi dent tha t such a
fou nda tion is not necessary for tech nical mathema tical rese arch, b ut there a re still those amon g us who
yea rn fo r it. The au tho r (Sna p per) believes that the
key to the fou nda tions of m athematics lies hid d en
somew here amon g the phil osophical root s of logicism,
in tuitionism, and formalism " [21. We push the frontiers of ma themati cs po ssibly "in the belly of parad ox."
CONCLUSION

In a moving ABC d ocumentary, en titled The Mon astery, int erviewers visited a Massach use tts monastery.
They gained exq uisite access to the cand id and p riva te feelings of the monks. One monk q uestioned his
life, sayi ng that he had no d irect ev idence tha t God
existed. Ano ther ad mi tted his pain at not having had
a fam ily. Their touching ho nesty sugges ted that they
had seld om if ever d iscussed these issu es.

A d ecade la ter, it may be time for us to d iscuss the
relation between our isolating and esoteric mathem atical endeavors and their long-term influence toward
people. Both monastics and mathematicians curren tly
live in a sha dow world , w hen it comes to understa nd ing our long-term effects u pon society. If monastics
can open them selves u p to scru tiny b y television, perhaps mathemat icians can follow suit an d candi d ly
discus s the role of mathematician s in society. We may
need he lp from qualitati ve psychologis ts like the visionary Amedee Gio rgi. The Berli n wall ha s fallen; it
is time to b reak the more formid able w alls separating
collegiate discipli nes.
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The 8th International Congress on Mathematical Education
(ICME-8) willbe held inSevilla. Spainduring Jufy 14-21 . 1996. fCMESwill aimtoincrease the development of mathematical education in
order to improve the learning and teaching of mathematics.
The Congress willincludeawidevariety atscientific activities and an
extensive culturaland social program. Between3,500 and 4,000 oarticipants are expected to attend. Principal activities include plenary
and ordinary lectures, working groups, topic groups, round tables,
workshops, national presentations,short presentations.projects,films,
and special exhibits.Therewillalso be exhibitions of textbooks, software, and other teaching materials. Each participant will receive a
copy ofthe Congress proceedings.
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The First Announcement tor ICME-8 has been published.Torequest
acopy otthe Second Announcement. send yourname.address, and
e-mailaddress to:ICME-8,Apartado deCoffees 4172. 41 080 sevilla,
Espana;fax34-5-4218334. lnformafionon ICME-8will be posted on
the World Wide Web at the URl : http: / /icm e8 .u s .es /
IC ME8 . h tm l.
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